Progress Report- February 2009

Project Title: The Framework Programme for Research Education and Training in Water (FETWater) Phase II
The Framework Programme for Research, Education and Training in Water (FETWater) is a programme for effective cooperation in research, education, training and capacity building initiatives to achieve integrated water resource management in South Africa.
Description of project activities undertaken during the reporting period
Progress after the signing, network activities
Resource Directed Measures Network

A Network planning meeting was held in July 08 to discuss aspects relating to the environmental water requirements of estuaries and the implementation of the National Water Act. 
A group of students from four SADC countries participated in the Orange Senqu River Integrated Flow Management and Environmental Water Requirements training course.

Groundwater Network

A Groundwater management short course was given to students. A guideline draft for community water supply and sanitation in Africa was produced. The network established a test site at the University of Pretoria for student training.  During the reporting period two 40m deep boreholes were drilled and equipped on the experimental farm there.
Beneficial Use of Water Network

DWAF training courses and Resource Directed Management and Water Quality were assessed and inputs were made in terms of beneficial use of water concepts. Strategic planning to train managers in terms of linkages between Parliament, national, provincial and local government roles in the water sector. The first training of water operational officials took place in Sept. 2008.
Wetlands and Rivers Network

All the Network partners met to finalize course content discuss inputs and finalize the MSc programme. The Network appointed an administration officer at the University of Johannesburg to manage the student records, queries, assignments, bookings, etc…
CMA Expertise Development Network

The project is networking schools, universities and organizations in Pietermaritzburg in a hi-tech/low-tech discovery of the river and stream connections and engaging stakeholders in water management institutions initiative.
Water-related Disaster Management Network 

An audit of WRDM training and education in terms of informal short courses and materials in South Africa for the private and public sector was performed. Coordination and monitoring of an early warning system that will create a database for all information regarding WRDM.

Annual Meeting

Served its purpose of the unique platform where all networks get together, discuss their progress and plans, challenges and lessons learned, while exploring possibilities for complementarity.

Difficulties and Problems encountered and measures taken, any changes in implementation
The DWAF has been experiencing changes in the senior decision making positions which could influence the implementation of the project. The contract with WRC for 2008-9, had some administration processes to pass as it exceeded the allotted amount and needed to be approved.
Project Results achieved during the reporting period 
Network Coordinators and WRC contracts are in place. Contract between UNESCO and WRC is being prepared. Two new Networks have been accepted. Amended work plans for the four (4) established Networks were produced.
Lessons learned and Sustainability
The project will be used by UNU for a Maters programmes and possibly by Pakistan for the evaluation of their groundwater status, which ensures the partial sustainability of the project.
Visibility: describe any visibility action implemented during the reporting period
FETWater banners were used during the Stockholm Water Week, 17 to 23 August 2008.
A Water-related Disaster Management Conference from 8 to 10 October 2008 in South Africa attracted 350 people. A FETWATER web site was finalized and demonstrated (www.fetwater.co.za).A FETWater video will be developed to reach audiences other than the scientific ones
